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LWVCC Leaders 

President: Heather Drake 

Secretary: Sonja Kollias 

Treasurer:  Liz Leahy 

Action & Observers:  Pam 
Ashland & Nancy Murray  

Convention 2008: Judi Umaki 

Development: Lorie James 

Events: Joan Batten 

Lunch & Learn:  Cheryl Smith 

Membership: Sylvia Smith 

Newsletter/Website Editor: Karan 
Kuntz 

Public Relations: Ardis Stevenson 

Special Projects: K.J. Bemies 

Studies: Emergency 
Preparedness: Muriel Woolley*  

Unit/Study Group Coordinator:  
Sue Trotter 

Voters Service: TBA  

* Off Board 

Unit Leaders: 

Betty Barber (Tuesday) 

Jean Hoffman (Wednesday) 

Sherry Finnigan/Belinda Wilson 
(Thursday) 

June Routson (Friday) 

Pat Casey-Hallgren (Saturday) 

March General Meeting: 

Clackamas County Government 

How does our County government work? What’s Clackamas County 
doing with roads, libraries and urban services?  What role do cities and 
special districts play?  How can citizens fit in?   Those are key 
questions at the League’s March General Meeting: 
                        5 – 7 PM Wednesday, March 19 
                        County Administration Building 
                        2051 Kaen Road, Oregon City  
  
Speakers who will give us information and answer questions are 
County Administrator Jon Mantay, a representative of City/County 
Coordinating Council and Judy Andreen, chair of the County 
Committee for Citizen Involvement.  
  
Jon Mantay will share the Commissioners’ 2008 goals, give us an 
overview of how the County works and reply to questions about library 
service, needs and funding for County roads and other topics raised by 
the audience. The Coordinating Council member will tell us about how 
the C4 group of representatives from cities and special districts works 
and the role of those groups in County activities. Judy will share 
information about citizen participation opportunities on !"#$%&'#(%'
)"**+,,--&.' and in CPOs, Hamlets and Villages/'
''
As a special attraction refreshments will be provided, and for Lake 
Oswego area members and Sylvia Smith and Heather'Drake offer car-
pooling.'

League of Women Voters Columbia River Region 

 Call to Convention  

First Call to Convention 

Date: April 29, 2008 

Time and Place to be determined 
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PresidentÕs Message: Deepen Your Relationship with League 

Heather Drake 
One sure sign of spring is the arrival of Calls to 
LWV Convention and Council.  This year, we are 
called to the LWV Columbia River Region 
(LWVCRR) Convention, LWV Oregon (LWVOR) 
Council, and LWV United States (LWVUS) 
Convention. 

Conventions and councils serve several purposes.  
First, they allow the delegates to conduct our 
organization’s routine business:  elect officers, 
approve the budget, adopt the program of work.  
Second, expert speakers share their knowledge with 
attendees.  Some educate us about legislative 
priorities or upcoming ballot measures.  Others 
offer advice for improving our visibility, recruiting, 
fundraising, and leadership.  Third, League 
members from across the region, state, and country 
get the chance to meet each other and trade ideas.  
My own favorite part of these meetings is each 
League’s opportunity to brag about their most 
impressive projects over the past year.  It’s amazing 
what we collectively accomplish!  Finally, these 
meetings offer an opportunity to spend a long block 
of time with some of the talented members in our 
own League.  As you get to know one another 
during the carpool ride, chat during breaks, and 
converse over meals, League acquaintances become 
friends. 

Every convention or council I have attended was 
well worth the time spent.  I always come away 
energized with new possibilities for League.  If you 
ever feel down about all the problems in the world 
that need fixing or the many people who don’t seem 
to care, attending a convention or council will 
reassure you:  You’re not alone.  Indeed, you will 
leave feeling that we are many and we are mighty.   

More details on this year’s meetings: 

The LWVCRR Convention  will be held on 
Tuesday, April 29.  Look for specifics on time, 
location (probably in Portland), and guest speaker in 
the next Clackson.  Our League can send seven 
delegates to this meeting. 

Our League will send two delegates—the president 
and another board member— to the LWVOR 
Council meeting in Corvallis, May 17-18.  In 
addition to regular business, attendees will 
participate in a Voter Service workshop conducted 
by Elaine Cogan.   Her firm, Cogan Owens Cogan, 
is conducting a top-to-bottom review of LWVOR’s 
educational activities.  If you have feedback to give 
on the VotersÕ Guide or other related activities, this 
is your chance!  We will also hear from John 
Kaufman, Oregon Department of Energy, at the 
Saturday dinner banquet. 

Two board members will serve as delegates from 
our League to the LWVUS Convention in 
Portland, June 13-17. Even though our League will 
have only two delegates, I hope that most of you 
will be able to experience the energy and 
excitement of a national convention by 
volunteering!  If you haven’t already, be sure to 
You donÕt need to be a League ÒexpertÓ to serve 
as a delegate or attend as an observer or 
volunteer.  In fact, new members are particularly 
valued for their questions and fresh perspective.  
Conventions and councils present a wonderful 
opportunity to learn about how the League works – 
to soak up League process and history and to reflect 
on how you can make your own contribution.  

If you would like to attend any of these meetings 
as a delegate or observer, please contact me as 
soon as possible.  We need to submit our 
registration forms soon and organize our carpools.  
Some funds are available to help subsidize 
registration and other expenses, so cost need not be 
a barrier to your participation.  Take advantage of 
these opportunities to deepen your relationship with 
the League! 
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Clackamas County Corner 

Sylvia Smith 
Oregon Iron Works is seeking Clackamas County 
Commissioners support for a request for funding a 
Sealion boat program.  They received ¼ of the 
requested  funding in 2008 fiscal year and will try 
the same request this year.  The Sealion II is a 
stealth insertion vessel and the money will build a 
low-signature modular weapon platform and pay for 
testing.  The vessel is for the US Navy.  This adds 
to the shipbuilding capacity in the Pacific 
Northwest and would fund investments in industry 
and community.  Oregon Iron Works is a high 
quality and innovative company. 

The commissioners recognized 30 Community 
Planning Organizations (CPOs) for calendar year 
2007, up from 27 last year.  Three of the 43 original 
geographic areas for which a CPO may be formed,  
are now Hamlets (Beavercreek, Stafford and 
Mulino) and one is a village (Villages at Mt. Hood). 
This accomplishes Goal 1 of the Statewide Planning 
Goals; Citizen Involvement. 

The county Vector Control District presented their 
annual report for 2007 and Work plan for 2008-09.  
Several years ago we voted for funding for the 
Vector Control District at 0.025 per thousand and 
the levy has 2 more years to run.   

In 2007, West Nile virus was detected in 3 birds.  
The county hired 12 seasonal employees and a 
seasonal asst. biologist.  They focused on 
surveillance and treating mosquitoes in the larval 
stages.  4,500 Gambusia fish – the mosquito eating 
fish – were released in mosquito breeding areas.  
West Nile virus is still a threat and education is part 
of the ongoing fight. 

There are two separate pipeline proposals for Liquid 
Natural Gas transmission, one of which would pass 
through the county south of Molalla.  In November 
2007, Molalla sent letters to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission opposing the Palomar 
portion and opposing any pipeline in Oregon.  
Representative Hooley is helping citizens with 
public input and Senator Wyden is communicating 
citizens’ concerns with the project.  There is no 

formal application yet and the draft environmental 
impact statement is not out.   

 

Pam Ashland 
The Commissioners’ work sessions in February 
2008 covered diverse subjects.  They are working 
on establishing task forces for different projects and 
reviewed requests from the Sheriff’s Office. 

The Sheriff made two presentations.  The first 
presentation was a request to reinstate a Justice 
Court in Clackamas County.  This court would 
listen to cases presently heard by the Circuit Court 
and bring in more fees to the County.  The 
Commissioners asked for a follow-up session with 
more information and will gather information from 
others that would be affected by the new change.  
The second presentation was a proposal to 
consolidate the Sheriff’s Office at the Sunnybrook 
Service Center (coming available in October when 
the new office building in the Red Soils Complex 
opens and the County offices move in); this would 
consolidate eight separate facilities.  The 
Commissioners requested more information and 
time to consider the proposal. 

Wastewater is a large issue. A task force has been 
formed to provide the board with recommended 
policies and actions in April 2008.  A new website 
provides information about the wastewater 
treatment in the County – www.riverhealth.org. 

Sustainability both inside the County operation and 
throughout the County is being studied.  A task 
force is being formed to make recommendations to 
the Board about sustainability both inside County 
operations and throughout the County. The Board 
has agreed to five goals: reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, increase use of renewable energy, 
decrease use of fossil fuels, provide incentives and 
guidelines to promote sustainable development, and 
model sustainable practices.  They are currently 
recruiting members, so if you are interested, call the 
County Commissioners’ office. 

The Street SMART task force presented their 
findings at the February 26th work session.  The 
County has lost their timber revenues and is looking 
(Continued on Page 5)  
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February Units Revisited! 

Tuesday Unit: Discussions about Sustainability at 
the March meetings were a first step in a joint 
project of the Lake Oswego Review with the 
League, Lake Oswego High School Political Action 
students and the Lake Oswego Adult Community 
Center.  
  
At separate meetings League members and students 
discussed the Review’s questions about what 
sustainability is and what should be done about it. 
Now 100 questionnaires are to be distributed to 
teen-agers and older residents to see if age makes a 
difference in attitudes. Then Ardis Stevenson will 
be a discussion leader with a few representatives of 
both age groups, and results will be reported in a 
Review article on “Sustainability—An Issue for All 
Ages."  

Wednesday Unit: Lake Oswego Library Director 
Bill Baars toured 6 League members from the 
Wednesday Unit meeting. 
 
The land was donated to the library in 1950.  Before 
that a church was there. The present library was 
built in 1983, and has 27,000 sq. ft. An average of 
1000 people use the library every day. People that 
use the library live all over, not just in the 
neighborhood. The Director plans to meet with 11 
different neighborhood groups to discuss “how can 
we use the library better”.  There will always be a 
library there but maybe things like technical 
services might be moved to the West End Building.  
 
The Library has 35 full time employees, 65 part 
time, and 300 Volunteers.   In addition, there is the 
Booktique located at 3975 Mercantile Dr. that has 
raised over $1,000,000 for the library.   

Thursday Unit: Recycling Tour 

If Ben Franklin had toured with Thursday unit 
members, he would have really freaked out at the 
size of today’s newsprint business. Oregon City’s 
sprawling Blue Heron Paper Co., at the intersection 
of Main St. and the Willamette River, continues the 
99-year history of the pulp and newspaper business 
there. The machinery is gigantic and handles over 
500 tons of newspapers and magazines a day, 

grinding paper to make pulp, removing dye, and 
producing newsprint and other specialty papers. 

And talk about waste! At KB Recycling in 
Clackamas, trucks back up to the large warehouse 
and dump their loads of cardboard, paper, plastic, 
and cans (glass is separate). The piles are scooped 
onto conveyor belts which blow air to separate but 
still require a dozen workers on either side of the 
fast-moving belt to pick plastic and other errant 
contaminants out of the paper stream. The end 
result is baled and shipped out to mostly local 
businesses, like Blue Heron and Weyerhauser, that 
remake it into new cardboard, new paper stock, etc. 
The plastic is compressed and baled and goes 
to…you guessed it, China. There is far more plastic 
produced than U.S. reprocessors can handle. 

What the two companies agree on is that plastic 
bags and Styrofoam are the bane of their businesses. 
So let’s do our part and keep them out of our 
recycling. 

Friday Unit:  Susan Nielsen from Keep Our 
Libraries Open and Pamela Ashland presented 
information on the Clackamas Library District 
which will be on the November ballot.  It was a 
lively discussion with many questions and ideas.  
There were nine in attendance including the 
speakers. 

Saturday Mountain Unit : Julia Monteith from the 
Oregon Trail School District, Debbie Forgey from 
Value Oregon Trail Education, and Allison Forgey 
from the Facilities Task Force presented 
information concerning the November ballot 
measure that will build a new high school and 
provide funds for work on other schools.  There 
were nine League members in attendance.  Many 
questions were asked and answered. 

 
Mark Your Calendar! 

 
ANNUAL MEETING  

Saturday, May 3, 1:30 p.m. 
Oswego Heritage House  
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Clackamas County Corner 
(Continued) 

for a method to replace those lost revenues.  
Possible revenue resources are: a street user fee or a 
vehicle registration fee, a gas tax was rejected.  The 
task force recommended involving the residential 
citizens and businesses.  The Commissioners asked 
for more information especially concerning the 
public’s reaction to these fees.  The task force will 
return within a month. 

All the information regarding meetings can be 
found on the Clackamas County Website at 
http://www.clackamas.us/ -- then click on 
Government, then work sessions.  The agenda for 
the Tuesday work sessions are posted, and you can 
also download and listen to past work sessions.  
Check out the website and be informed! 

 

Sympathy to Member Berta 
Richards 

LWVCC member Berta Richards recently lost her 
husband Charles Richards of Milwaukie.  We  
extend our sympathies to Berta and family. 

New Member Profile: 
Shirley Marcus 

One of our newest members is Shirley Marcus of 
Lake Oswego.  Shirley wants to learn more about 
the current issues in the county, state and nation, 
and believes that the League is a good place to start. 

Shirley is the mother of 4 daughters.  Two of the 
daughters and two grandchildren live in Oregon.  
The other two daughters live in California with four 
more grandchildren.  She is able to visit them 
several times a year.  The grandchildren range in 
age from 22 to 12 years. 

Shirley lived for years in West Linn and has lived in 
Lake Oswego for 8 years.  She enjoys activities at 
her church, including a book club.  When the girls 
were small – three were 3 and under – she was a 
stay-at-home mom.  Her husband passed away one 
year ago and now she is ready to reach out and learn 
with us.   Please welcome Shirley to our meetings. 

 

May Primary: Speakers Bureau 

Oregon's 2008 Primary Election is just two months 
away. Our LWVCC Speaker's Bureau that clarifies 
issues on the state ballot needs to start forming. 
Please contact K.J. Bemies if you are interested in 
participation. We need you.  

Directory Update: New Members 
Gerald Ashland 
 
Shirley Marcus 
 

New National Members 
Linda Fritz  
 
Victor Turpyn  
 
 

March 28 Lunch & Learn  

We are planning to feature a speaker on  
Women's Issues.  Further details to be announced 
later.!

Where:  Szechuan Kitchen!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
15450 Boones Ferry Road!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Lake Oswego, OR 97035!

When:  Friday, March 28, 2008 
Time:  11:30-1:30PM 
Price:  Lunch :  $12 
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REACHING NEW HEIGHTS TOGETHER  
LWVUS National Convention, Portland OR  

June 13 -17, 2008  
Hilton Hotel  

Please Volunteer to Work at the 2008 LWVUS Convention, June 13 Ð 17 
Hilton Hotel, 921 SW 6th Avenue, Portland, OR 

Volunteers are needed: 
Every day (June 13 - 17)  Registration, Credentials, Information, Tours, Personnel 
Friday through Sunday (June 13 - 15)  Hospitality and Dine Around 
Saturday - Tuesday (June 14 - 17)  Door Keepers, Ushers, Timekeepers, Teller/Elections, Microphone Monitors 

Questions?  Contact: Carol Cushman, 503-702-9490 (cell) or chcrail@aol.com  
Debbie Kaye, 503-223-4660 or djek53@aol.com  

Portland LWV office, 503-228-1675 or lwvpdx@aracnet.com  

Return before the end of March 2008 to: 
Debbie Kaye, 2235 NW Aspen Avenue, Portland, OR  97210-1218 
or download from www.lwvpdx.org or www.lwvor.org and email to djek53@aol.com  

Volunteers will be notified of their assignments in early May. 
Please print: 

Name______________________ Phone___________ E-mail  _______________________________ 
Address________________________________________________ League ____________________ 

Do you prefer e-mail? _____      US mail? _____ 

 
Area(s) of Interest: (mark in order of preference 1, 2, 3, etc) 

Convention floor during Plenary sessions:  Other:  
____ Door Keeper   ____ Registration ____ Dine Around 
____ Usher   ____ Information ____ Tours 
____ Timekeeper   ____ Personnel ____ Dine Around Host 
____ Teller/Election   ____ Credentials ____ Fundraiser 
____ Microphone.Monitor  ____ Hospitality ____    Wherever needed 

 

Dates: Please choose time(s) and day(s) you are available to work and indicate AM, PM or all day.  The number 
of hours you will be asked to work will depend on the number of volunteers and areas of interest. 

Friday, June 13 (PM and/or Eve) ______      Saturday, June 14 ______      Sunday, June 15 ______ 

Monday, June 16 ______      Tuesday, June 17 (AM only) _______ 

Note:  Volunteers should note that the AM shift for most volunteers begins at 7:30.  

I am interested in B&B accommodations (limited number available):_______ 

Will you be a delegate to the Convention? ____Yes    or   ____No 

Note:  Delegates will have to pay the registration fee.  You may volunteer to work at the Convention and will be assigned 
a job that does not interfere with your duties as a delegate.  Most delegates who volunteer will be assigned Friday or 
Saturday AM for Information or Hospitality, or Sunday as a Dine Around dinner host.   
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Calendar for March  2008 
Wednesday, Mar. 19 Ð County Government:  CitizensÕ Academy Ð 5:00 pm 
Clackamas County Public Services Building, 3rd Floor, 2051 Kaen Rd., Oregon City 

Wednesday, Mar. 26 Ð Board Meeting Ð 9:15 am (social), 9:30 am (meeting) 
New location:  Market of Choice Grocery Store Community Room, 5639 Hood St., West Linn 

Friday, Mar. 28 Ð Lunch & Learn  Ð 11:45 am -- Szechuan Kitchen,15450 Boones Ferry Road,                 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035.    Cost $12.00. Details will be sent via email as soon as possible, or contact Cheryl 
Smith )!  RSVP deadline Tuesday, Mar. 25! 

Calendar for April  2008 
Apr. 15-19 Ð Unit Meetings:  Emergency Preparedness Consensus 
Please contact the appropriate unit leader for directions. 

Tues., Apr. 15, 9:15 am – Home of Ardis Stevenson, Unit Leader:  Betty Barber  

Weds., Apr. 16, 7:00 pm – Mary’s Woods, 17400 SW Holy Names Dr., Lake Oswego, Unit Leader:  Jean 
Hoffman  

Thurs., Apr. 17, 9:15 am – Home of Sylvia Smith, Unit Leaders:  Sherry Finnigan and Belinda Wilson  

Fri., Apr. 18, 9:30 am – Willamette View, Plaza Building, Mt. Jefferson Room, 12795 SE River Road, 
Milwaukie, Unit Leader:  June Routson  

Sat., Apr. 19, 10:00 am – Wy’east Book Shoppe, Welches, Unit Leader: Pat Casey-Hallgren  

Wednesday, Apr. 23 Ð Board Meeting Ð 9:15 am (social), 9:30 am (meeting) 
Market of Choice Grocery Store Community Room, 5639 Hood St., West Linn 

Friday, Apr. 25 Ð Lunch & Learn  Ð 11:45 am-- See the April Clackson. 

 

Thank You Corporate Affiliates! 
Lake Oswego West Linn Welches 
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Mt. Hood Area Chamber  of 
Commerce 
24403 E Welches Rd., Suite 103A 
Resort at the Mountain 
68010 E Fairway 
WyÕeast Book Shoppe and Art 
Gallery 
67195 E US Highway 26#
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
of Clackamas County 
PO Box 411 
Lake Oswego, OR  97034 
lwvclackamas@lwvclackamas.org 
www.lwvclackamas.org 

Join the League of Women Voters! 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ________________________________________________________________________  

Email ________________________________________________________________________  
!  I am a new member. 
!  I am renewing my membership. 
!  This is a gift membership.  (Please provide the recipient’s contact information above.) 
!  I am interested in volunteering for the League.  Please contact me. 

 

Annual dues:  $65 Individual.  $97.50 Household.  $30 Full-time students attending an accredited 
institution.  Membership grants are available. Call 503-635-8729 for more information. 

 
Total Enclosed _________________  

 

Please make checks payable to League of Women Voters of Clackamas County. 

Mail to:  LWVCC, PO Box 411, Lake Oswego, OR  97034 


